Piedmont Community
News & Events
www.Piedmont-OK.com

December 2015

Lights On Piedmont!
On Monday, December 14th through Wednesday, December 16th, between 6:00 p.m. and
9:00 p.m., judges from the Piedmont Chamber of Commerce will be driving throughout
Piedmont looking for the winners of this year’s annual Christmas decorating contest.
There are two contest categories - residential and business. For your home or business
to be considered in the contest, have your Christmas lights on from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on
the evenings of December 14, 15 and 16. The top winners in both categories will be
recognized by the Piedmont Chamber of Commerce.
For more information, contact Lisa at the Chamber office at 373-2234.

Pictures with Santa
Santa will be at F&M Bank’s Piedmont location on Saturday,
December 12 from 9:30 until noon. There will be cookies and
punch and free pictures with Santa. For more information, call
373-1600.

Long Holiday To-Do List?
Add “Volunteer”
A study has shown that when people
volunteer, despite an already hectic
holiday schedule, they feel they have
more time for themselves at the end of
the day. Researchers say that finding
time to squeeze in a good deed can
create a sense of usefulness which
can help put other demands on time in
perspective.

Chester’s Magic Show, Dinner,
& Pictures with Santa
December 11, from 6:00-9:00 p.m.
$10 for kids 1 to 10 years of age
$6 for adults & for kids 12 and over
Free for Club Chester members.
Reservation deadline is December 7.
Call 373-1595 for more information,
for reservations, or for information
on how to become a Club Chester member.

Macaroni Kids
If you are looking for something for your kids to do in northwest Oklahoma City, check
out the Macaroni Kids website at http://nwoklahomacity.macaronikid.com.

Downtown in December
For information about the more than 25 events taking place in
downtown Oklahoma City this December, many of which are
free, go to www.downtownindecember.com.

Homeschool Freebie of the Day
You do not have to homeschool a child in order to enjoy the free links and downloads you’ll
receive every weekday if you sign up at www.homeschoolfreebie.com.
Recent links include a 600-page downloadable book that includes over 200 hands-on science
experiments for junior high students, a link to the United States Postal Museum and the stories
behind individual stamps, one-minute games for kids, a book of drawing lessons, audio books,
and many crafts, resources, and brainteasers.

Chamber of Commerce
Luncheon
December 3rd, 12:00 p.m.
at City Hall
Speaker:
Chris Sadler
of White Fields

Exploring Oklahoma with Children
MetroFamily’s “Exploring Oklahoma with
Children 2015-2016 Kids Pass” has two pages of
money-saving discounts and free admissions to
attractions across Oklahoma. The coupons are
good through April 2016 and can be downloaded
and printed as often as necessary. Go to
www.metrofamilymagazine.com/coupons.

Speaking on

“White Fields - a Place to Call Home”
An Angel Tree will be available for those that
want to sponsor one of the White Fields boys.

Free to attend.
Optional lunch for $8.
Everyone is welcome!
373-2234 for more information

Mayor’s Annual Tree Lighting
The tree lighting will take place at 6:30 p.m.
on December 4th around the tree at
the museum annex, and other
activities will take place on
Monroe. For more information
call 373‐2621.

Mistletoe Trivia
Mistletoe got its name because ancient Anglo-Saxons noticed that it often grows
where birds leave droppings. In Anglo-Saxon, “mistel” means “dung” and “tan”
means “twig,” hence, “dung-on-a-twig.”
Mistletoe grows as a parasite on the branches of trees and shrubs.
The white berries of mistletoe each contain one sticky seed that can attach to
birds and mammals for a ride to new growing sites. The ripe white berries of dwarf
mistletoe, native to the western United States and Canada, can also explode, ejecting seeds at an initial average speed of 60 miles per hour.
Three kinds of U.S. butterflies depend on mistletoe for
survival: the great purple hairstreak, the thicket hairstreak, and
the Johnson’s hairstreak. The great purple hairstreak is found
in Oklahoma and can only lay its eggs on mistletoe.

Larva of great purple hairstreak on
mistletoe. Photo by Jerry F. Butler,
Entomology and Nematology Dept.,
Univ. of Florida.

In his 1820 collection of essays and stories, Washington
Irving referred to the kissing custom in Christmas Eve. In
Irving’s day, each time a couple kissed under a mistletoe sprig,
they removed one of the white berries. When the berries were all gone, so was the
sprig’s kissing power.

Mistletoe berries are toxic to humans, but research has shown the possibility that
extracts from mistletoe might be effective against some diseases and cancers and
be less toxic to humans than standard chemotherapy.
There are 1,300 mistletoe species worldwide, of which more than 20 species are
endangered.
From an article by the National Wildlife Federation
Piedmont has been designated by the NWF as a Community Wildlife Habitat.
Find out how you can be part of the project at piedmont-ok.com/habitat.html

Traveling for the Holidays?
Winter storms can strike unexpectedly and cause road conditions to change
quickly. If you are going to be traveling for the holidays, a website that might be
useful is www.usroadconditions.com. The website has links to road conditions in
all 50 states.
Information provided varies by state, but some of the things you might find on
the webpage for the state you are interested in include a state highway map, road
cams, information on how to survive a dust storm, road construction areas and road
closures, a map of current temperatures, prices for gas and diesel, a wind chill map,
the phone number for reporting highway emergencies, location of propane stations,
a list of the most dangerous intersections in the state, state towing laws, a distance
calculator, ski conditions, and a map of interstate rest stops.

December Community Calendar
Where friends meet!
2 (10:00 & 10:45 am) - Preschool Music and Movement for ages 2 & up, at the library, free, 373-9018
2, 9, 16 (noon) - Senior Adults lunch and fellowship at the Methodist church, $3, for reservations call 373-2905
2, 16 (4:00-5:00 pm) - Super Cool Cooking School for all ages, at the library, free, 373-9018
3 (noon) - Chamber of Commerce luncheon at city hall, Chris Sadler from White Fields will speak, an Angel Tree will be
available for those wanting to sponsor a boy at White Fields, free, optional lunch $8, 373-2234
4, 11, 18 (10:00 am) - Mother Goose on the Loose for ages birth to 3, at the library, free, 373-9018
4 (6:00 pm) - Fresh Greenery Wreath-Making at the library, $30, pre-registration is required, 373-9018
4 (6:30 pm) - Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting at museum annex, activities on Monroe, free, 373-2621
5 (9:00-11:00 am) - Piedmont Recycling of paper, glass, cardboard, tin & aluminum cans, plastic #1 & 2, metal, at old co-op,
373-2905
5, 12, 19 (10:00-2:00 pm) - Historical Society Museum is open, free, 373-2905
5 (noon-4:00 pm) - Model Rocket Launch by Piedmont Area Rocketry Club at Rt 66 Park, 9901 NW 23, OKC, free, 593-9737
9, 16, 30 (10:00-noon) - Library Quilters at the library, beginners welcome, free, 919-0870
11 (6:00-9:00 pm) - Chester’s Magic Show & Dinner with Santa, $10 for 1-11 yr olds, $6 for 12 yrs to adult, RSVP by 12/7,
373-1595
12 (9:00 am) - Gardening Group, call for location, free, 373-9018
12 (9:30-noon) - Pictures with Santa at Piedmont F&M Bank, punch and cookies, free, 373-1600
12 (11:00-1:00 pm) - Star Wars come-n-go party and Hour of Code computer programming for all ages at library, free,
373-9018
13 (8:30 & 11:00 am) - Christmas Cantata at Methodist church, 373-2298
13 (9:45 am) - Children’s Christmas Musical at Methodist church, 373-2298
13 (10:30 am) - Multi-Generational Choir Service at Baptist church, 373-2420
14, 15, 16 (6:00-9:00 pm) - Lights On Piedmont - decorations are lit on homes and businesses for Chamber’s annual decorating
contest, 373-2234
17 (noon) - Readers Who Lunch book club at library, book: The Truth According to Us by Annie Barrows, free, bring your lunch,
373-9018
20 (10:30 am) - Children’s Christmas Musical, dinner following, at Nazarene church, 373-2308
20 (6:30 pm) - Candlelight Service at Baptist Church, 373-2420
24 (4:00, 7:00, 11:00 pm) - Christmas Eve Services at Methodist church, 373-2298
24 (5:30 pm) - Carols and Candles at Nazarene Church, 373-2308

An expanded version of the calendar is online at piedmont-ok.com
A Piedmont map of community events is online at piedmont-ok.com/map.pdf

